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CONGRESS, }HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. { DOCUMENT
2d Session.
No. 138.

54TH

APPROPRIATION FOR INDUSTRIAL BOARDING SCHOOL AT
WHITE EARTH INDIAN RESERVATION, MINN.

LETTER
FROM

THE ACTING SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.
TRANSMITTING

A COMMUNICATION FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
SUBMITTING AN ESTIMATE OF AN APPROPRIATION FOR AN
INDUSTRIAL BOARDING SCHOOL AT WHITE EARTH INDIAN
RESERVATION, MINN.

JAXUA.RY ~, 1897.-Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered

to be

printed.

TREASURY llEPARTMENT, January 4, 1897.
Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of
Congress, a communication from the Secretary of the Interior of the
21st ultimo, submitting an estimate of appropriation for inclusion in
the Indian appropriation bill for the erection and completion of suitable buildings for an industrial boarding school on the White Earth
Indian Reservation, Minn., $50,000, to be immediately available.
Respectfully, yours,
W. E. CURTIS, .Acting Secretary.
The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, December 21, 1896• .
Sm: I herewith in close letter from the honorable Commissioner of
Indian Affairs, relating to the educational .condition of the Chippewa
Indian , and embodying certain recommendations and suggestions for
impr~ving and civilizing these Indians, which he recommends shall be
ubnnt~d to Congress for appropriate legislative action.
H pomts out that the item setting aside $75,000 for the purchase of
~atenal and the employment of labor in the erection of houses for Indians and a. number of other purp0ses, including the erection and mainienan · of day a.nd industrial schools, contained in the appropriation
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INDUSTRIAL BOARDING SCHOOL.

bill for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1897, is entirely inadequate for
the improvement of the school ~ervice among the Chippewa~. .
It will be noticed from the mc1osed letter of the Uomm1ss10ner of
Indian A:ffairs that there are fifteen or ·sixteen hundred children of
school age among the Chippewas and tha;t there are only 464 of this
number in attendance at the nine schools of the White Earth .Agency.
In view of the necessity for increased ed11cational facilities, I approve
the recommendation embodied in the letter of the Commissioner of Indian A:ffairs as follows: "For the erection and completion of suitable
buildings for an industrial boarding school on the White Earth Indian
Reservation, Minn., $50,000, to be immediately available."
·
Very respectfully,
D. H.. FR.A.NOIS, Secretary.
The SECRET.A.RY OF 'l'HE TREASURY.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF lNDIAN .AFF A.IRS,

Washington, D. C., December 17, 1896.
Sm : Hon. Knnte Nelson, United States Senator from Minnesota, has both verbally
and by written commu11ication called the attention of thiti office to the condition of
the Chippewa. Indians from an educa.tional standpoint, and in reference thereto I '.
have the honor to lay before yon certain recommendations and suggestions for improving and civilizing these Indians, and if the same meets your approval I would respectfully recommend that the same be submitted for action of the Congress.
en a tor Nelson, in company with the distinguished explorer and author, Paul B. Dn
Cballieu, ma.de a tour of the White Earth reservations during the past summer, and
eaeh was deeply impressed with the condition of the Indians. The Senator inquired
of this office the reason why such conditions existed, and was informed that the question of the White Earth schools had been a matter of deep concern in this office for
eome time past, and it was aware that the school facilities are not what they should
bez but on account of the unavailability of funds no remedy was possible &t that time.
1n the appropriation bill for the :fiscal year ending .June 30, 1897, was an item setting alride $75,000 for the purchase of material and the employment of labor in the
erootion of houses for India.ns and a number of other purposes, including the erection
a.od maint nance of day and industrial schools. A careful estimate of the above
i m disclo es the fact that $75,000 was totally inadequate for the improvement of
the school service among the Chippewas. Under the impression, however, that this
a.mount of money would be sufficient, and not taking into consideration tho great
amount of xpene in ident thereto, it was decided to erect a :first-class boarding
school plant in place of the one destroyed by fire at the White Earth Reservation .
';['hi plant wa 1•stimated to cost $30,000, and authority was granted for the expend1tnr of that amount of mon y. Plans and specifications were prepared and all was
r ady for adv tis1ng, wb n it wa developed that jf these funds were used there
oulcl b n . hi;13g 1 ft for arrying out the wish~s of Congress in regard to the Chipp wa omm1 10n. Tb matter was th n held m abeyance in hopes that early Can·i nal a ·tion could b bad in the pr mi s.
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Of this number there were during the last year in

sehools as follows:
Solt.6ol8.-The a.ttendaBce

at the nine scDOOls of this agency is as follows:
White Earth Boa.~cling School. ... __ •••••• _ ..•••.•••••••• - - - .. - - - - .. - - - - - - - - - - - 61
Wild Rice River Boarding Sehool. ...••••• , ••••••.•••••...•................ - - . . 72
Leech Lake Boarding School ...•...• ___ .. _. _•..••••...••.......... - . - - . - - - - - . . 37
Pine PQint Boarding School. ............ _. _....•................. - ... - - . . . • • • . 47
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It will thus readily be seen that the educational facilities of these people are not
adequate to their necessities. The attention of this office was directed to this condition of affairs by several inspecting officials, who stated that the Chippew:1 was
o:ae. of t~e most desirable :fields for the expenditure of 11:1011ey for ~he educatwn of
thell' chlldren. As before stated, funds available for Indian education among these
people were s0 limited that this office was unable to carry out what it wished to do
for th-ese people.
I am g1·a.tified to know that Senator Nelson haR made a personal inspeetion of these
:reseryations and is now in a position to clearly understand their needs, and it only
remams for th.is office to snggest a remedy. The appropriation of $75,000 or $100,000
for the purposes indicated in the appropriation bill for 1897, if made immediately
available, would enable this office to fnrsish largely increased educational facilities
on the majority of the reservations of this agency. I would, therefore, earnestly
recemmend that a special appropriation be made for the erection of a boarding
school plant for the White Earth Reservation. In order to build a plant with a
capacity of 150 children would reqnire not less than $50,000.
I therefore recommend th.at the following clan:se be inserted in the Indian ap-propri.at~on bill, the money thus appropriated to be immediately available: For the
erect10~ and completion of suitable buildings for an industrial boarding school on
the White Earth Indian Reservation, Minn., $50,000, to be immediately available.
I can not too highly urge the passage 0f such an appropriation, for I am sati!,fied
that these Indians are unqnestionably entitled to more consideration at the ha_n ds of
~be Go':ernment; that there is no locality in which there is a greater need of a good
mdnstnal 8chool. As the superintendemt of the White Barth achool has stated,
th~re :tre hun_dreds of Indian children growing up in ignorance in his vicinity. In
thl~ view he 1s corroborated by Supervisors Rakestraw and Moss, as well as by the
~ent of the reservation, and Inspector J. George Wright. The special appropriation of $50,000 for the erection of a bearding school plant at White Earth is an absolute necessity to replace the burned buildings, and the amount usually appropriated
for all schoolM, etc., for the Chippewas could be used at Red Lake, Leech Lake, and
other points. The Morris (Minn.) Contract School has been rented and it will be
used specially as a nonreservation boarding school for the Chippewas.
Very respectfully,
·
D. M. BROWNING,
Com1nissioner of Indian .Ajfafrs.
The SECRETA.JlY OF THE INTERIOR.
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